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REGULAR SESSION MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
NUMBER 20,

JUNE

17,

1974

I

PRESENT
MAYOR HARRY W. KELLEY
PRESIDENT ROLAND POWELL

COUNCILMAN PURNELL
COUNCILMAN SHOWELL
COUNCILMAN FRAME
COUNCILMAN TRIMPER
COUNCILMAN CROPPER
COUNCILMAN RICHARDSON

ABSENT

Attorney Dale Cathell,

City Solicitor

IN ATTENDANCE

Attorney Paul Ewell, for Dale Cathell; Sheldon Dietert, Clerk- Treasurer;
Brady Bounds, Building Inspector; Miles Allgood, City Engineer; Bill Hoover,
Zoning Administrator; Diane Cascioli, Asst. Zoning Administrator; James
Gordon, Public Relations Director; Chief
Duggan, Police Department; Frank
Carney, Licenses; Captain Craig, Beach Patrol.
This

Regular Session of the Mayor and City Council was called to order
by
the President, Roland Powell,
at 7: 30 p. m.
on June 17,
1974, in the Council
Chambers at 3rd Street and Baltimore Avenue, in Ocean
The
City, Maryland.
Meeting was opened with a prayer and the pledge of allegiance to the flag,
led by Councilman Showell.

I

Vouchers numbered 10264 to 10491 were discussed and
approved by the Council.
The motion was made by Councilman
Trimper and seconded by Councilman
Richardson.
The verbal vote was unanimous.
The minutes of the
were

Special Meeting # 17,
approved by the Council.

Public Hearing

on

the

Budget,

1.

PRESENTATION OF PLAQUES TO TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE BY MAYOR
KEllEY
Mayor Kelley asked John Fulton, Frank Gunion, Helen Motto, Ellen
Wattay,
and Vicki Rinaldi to come before the
Mayor and City Council, whereupon he
presented them wi th plaques to show the ci ty ' s appreci at i on for the; r work
on the
Transportation Committee.
Mayor Kelley stated that at the time the
Committee was formed, we were all concerned citizens with
respect to the
These people are not being
energy crisis.
compensated for their hard work,
except to receive the gratitude of the Mayor and City Council.
The Mayor
read the inscription on one of the
lip resented to
plaques, which read:
jOhn W. Fulton, Chairman,
Committee, for

Transportation
outstanding
conmunity service, by the Mayor and City Council of Ocean City, Maryland,
June 17,
The Mayor thanked them all and
1974."
presented them each with
a plaque.
John Fulton accepted the award also for Frank Gunion,
who
could
2.

not

be present.

WARREN COVINGTON SUPPER CLUB,
Hoover:
This was a public

rezoning
hearing held before the Planning and Zoning
Commission on June 5 for the
rezoning of a parcel of land back in Caine
Woods for the purpose pf
locating a supper club and it came before the
Planning and Zoning Commission and because the Commission felt that a
similar purpose could be achieved
by applying for a conditional use permit
under the heading ofa private club,
they decided to vote unanimously
an unfavorable recommendation to
the Council on this particular
rezoning.
This will be perhaps spot
zoning in an area which is 100% residential
Mr.

f
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they granted

an

the

hearing.
Attorney Eschenberg:

I

Street,

speak tonight.
you at

all

What

H.

it

Councilman Purnell:

Attorney Eschenberg:
even

conditional

17,

1974

were
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no

protestants

is Ted
Eschenberg, my office is at 21 S. Main
Warren Crawford is an
attorney and he also will

particularly

you want

to

me

address myself to,

are

No.

Attorney Eschenberg:
haven' t

is

name

J~ NE

however there

familiar with the prior
application?

President Powell:

I

unfavorable recotnmendation,

My
Maryland.

Berlin,

NUMBER 20t

had

a

Okay, let me call on if I may, Mr. Stickell.
Are you
applying for the conditional use now or
rezoning?
Well,
this was a question I was
to ask
your attorney,
chance to look in the code book, going
but can
a
they

use?

Attorney
Yes,
Attorney Eschenberg:
Ewell:

President Powell:

unfavorable report,

it has to be a
public
That' s what I
thought.
Well we come down to
one
is

that

Mr.

right?

grant

hearing.
thing.

Hoover:
Yes sir.
Pres i dent Powell:
I, don' t have the 1
etter before
But your board said no
in other wo~ ds?
Mr. Hoover:
That' s

Bill,

me,

I

you gave

have

one

at

us

an

home.

correct.

President Powell:
But you recommended
use,
is that right?
Mr. Hoover:
Yes.

Attorney Eschenberg:

Out of

hit with that?
Attorney Ewell:
This
we

is

nature.

I

Mr.

Hoover:

a

curiosity,

or

suggested that they get

is there that four month

different application
altogether of

a

conditional

period,
a

are

different

It

takes about 3 weeks.
I would like to ask
a question,
I guess Bill would
the one to whom I would
be
address this.
Can you give me the
reasons,
I,
2,
3,
why were they turned down? I have the
letter, I want you to tell me.
Mr. Hoover:
Well~ Caine Woods
being a residential area, for
B- 1
granting a
zoning, coul~ first of all it would be
spot zoning and this should be
for
a
illegal
town to grant
spot zoning in an area that is
Another problem you have would
strictly residential.
be people
coming, once you got a business area
back in there then
you would soon have more
applications perhaps to continue
the business district and
it has always been
completely out of

Councilman Frame:

that

neighborhood

they

were

what

I

not

and

sure

it

therefore,

was

going

particularly
to be

a

character with

the

on

private

club.

original application,

At least this was
could
not get conditional
At the
rezoning hearing it was brought out that it
would be
a private
strictly
facility and would not be, as I understand it,
This would be for
open to the public.
membership only. Therefore it would come under
club which is
private
subject to conditional use.
It could be
granted, this is
what they are
exactly
asking for with the existing residential zone,
It would not
classification.
require a change in zoning and therefore,
would keep the
residential in case there was,
zoning
would just ban use or
they
this, they would not be
something like
granted special to the
zoning change.
this is why the Commission
Basically
recommended an unfavorable
report.
Councilman Richardson:
Bill, do you have a
zoning map with you so the
Council can see
exactly where the location is?
Councilman Frame:
While he is doing that, I would
like to ask Mr. Stickell
this, in view of what Mr.
Hoover has just said, are
you, do you agree with
everything he said, that this would be a
club?
private
Mr.
Stickell:
Yes.
Councilman Frame:
There will be
nothing here but a club? Known as the
Warren Covington
Supper Club, that1s all this
building would be?
Mr. Stickell:
Yes, sir.
Councilman Frame:
There will be no
living accommodations here except
a caretaker's '1
perhaps
use.

I
I

understood from the application,

Mr. Stickell:
No.
President Powell:
Mr.
apply for conditional
Mr.

Sticke1l:

If

we

therefore

we

Stickell, if you go the other
route and you have to
would the time element hurt
you in some way?
could do it
approximately within the next month.
use,

l

J

562

f. ".;..

I
REGULAR SESSION

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

The builder, he states about 8 months,
least 4 more.
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require

at

President Powell:
In your opinion, do
you think that they could have a hearing
within a month or solve this within a month?
The only time that would be involved is so we can
Attorney Ewell:
have the
necessary dates in which to advertise the notice of a public
hearing in the
newspaper, generally it takes about three weeks.
President Powell:
Bill, do you think they could do it in one month?
Mr. Hooveq
1 think they could.
Six weeks at the most, it
depends on how
the date of the hearing
corresponds with the next Council meeting, but it
would be four to six weeks.
President Powell:
Do you t~ink you could
get by with that?
tlr. Stickel I :
Yes.
President Powell:
Are you
of this?

I

part

Mr.

Kolodner:
live at 611

I~ d

like to speak if I may.
My name is Michael Kolodner,
I
Frankford Avenue in Ocean City.
I would just like to ask
right now, you are talking about future conditional use hearing, if the
conditional use were to be granted to that
particular piece of property
for this specific use, would that in the future affect
the possible rezoning
of any contiguous properties in that area?
Right now, if the people from
Jarren Covi ngton wanted to get a rezoni
tha t wou I d be spot
ng for B- 1,
zoning, you have the zoning map there, and there is no contiguous commercial
There is a great deal of it up on Ocean
property.
However, all
Highway.
the property surrounding it is residential and in fact
there are some new
buildings in the area where people purchase the unit with the idea that
that is a residential neighborhood.
That' s one of the reasons I' m here.
President Powell:
Are you against either
rezoning this or giving a
conditional use?

I

Mr.

Kolodner:
I' m fervently against
rezoning.
President Powell:
Were you at the hearing?
Mr. Kolodner:
I was here at 8 o' clock and the
hearing was at 7: 00, so that' s
why I was not. 11m against rezoning for that reason, because I agree with
Mr. Hoover and the Commission that it would leave the
entire strip, since
it is a rather desirable area,
open to the future rezoning applications.
And 1 do live up there and I have sold
property to people.
Councilman Purnell:
But conditional use,
you would go for that?
Mr.
Kolodner:
I' m not sure.
I' m not saying that.
1 will attend the
hearing.
President Powell:
The point here now is, on the
hearing thing, you do, in
your opinion, you are against the rezoning?
Mr. Kolodner;
That' s right.
President Powell:
Is there anyone else here that would be
opposed to the
of
this
rezoning
property? This is rezoning now, not conditional use.
Two different things
entirely.
Mr.
Greenfield:
Yes, my name is Gary Greenfield, and 1 live, in
Apt. 101,
Street name cannot be heard on the
tape) and bought on the basis that it is
entirely a residential neighborhood and again, this particular parcel, if
it were to be rezoned, would
destroy the general characteristics of the

neighborhood.

Councilman Frame:
You were not at the
hearing either, is that correct?
Greenfield:
No.
President Powell:
Woultl there be anyone here in favor of
rezoning this
the Planning and Zoning recommended that it not be
approved?
Mr.
Rinaldi:
I naturally would be and I think Mr.
Jarvis would be.
President Powell:
Is Mr. Jarvis here?
Mr.

Mr.

it
I

Jarvis:
is

Gentlemen, I think it would be a real asset to Ocean
that we' ve long needed up there and it' s a

something

think the tax

Attorney Eschenberg:
of started off

through just
happy to.

I

would be

Gentlemen,

I

club,

so

for the

tremendously good
thing.
in light of the way the
plans are,

I

sort

the left foot.
Is it necessary, do you want me to run
what the Warren Covington Supper Club is? If
you do, I' ll be
on

though

City because

private

revenue

even

I

l;,
f''

573

I
REGULAR SESSION

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

NUMBER 20

JUNE

17,

1974 PAGE FOURTEEN

Councilman Purnell:
I want to ask
Brady something.
President Powell:
Go ahead.
Councilman Purnell:
Brady, what did you and Mr. Cathell or whoever looked
into it, decide to do on the
coke machines?
President Powell:
sent
They
you a great long letter.
Councilman Purnell:
Well,
that doesn' t mean
anything, what are you going to
do?

I

President Powell:
They asked for your advice.
The Mayor instructed them to
go after
violation.
Councilman Purnell:
Okay.
Councilman Trimper:
Has
action been taken

Mayor Kelley:

any

on

everybody

that'

s

in

it?

When the City Solicitor
Mayor Kelley:
gets back, he has instructions now
to get
everybody that is not in conformance, regardless of where and who.
That'
s \

tJhat he'

s,

instructed

to

do.

14.

CHIEF DUGGAN
Chief Duggan advised the
Mayor and ~ ity Council that as of this morning
the Police Department has its full
staff, minus about six officers, who
will be here in the next
Some of the minor
couple of weeks.
complaints
that they have been
receiving will be handled with the full ' staff. Al~ o
this week the Police
Department will be receiving some of their radio
equipment and all the mobile units should be in
Chief
by July 4th.
Duggan also advised the Mayor and City Council about the fire at
the
Shoreham, that the Police
Department has apprehended a 15 year old runaway
youth from Pennsylvania, who is being held for arson.
President Powell
complimented the Police Department for the way
blocked off the
they
block around the Shoreham and handled
traffic.
It could have been a real
bad situation, but because of the
efforts of the police,
everything went
Councilman Frame told Chief
smoothly.
Duggan that he noticed on Memorial
Day weekend, the Yankee'. Clipper had a lot of calls in one
He said
day.
he did not mind
paying taxes for an occasional mishap, but when the
police have to go up as many times as they did to the Yankee
Clipper, some
kind of disciplinary action should be
taken.
should the police have
WhY"
to
continually answer their calls because of their lack of restriction on
the type of clients
they accommodate? Chief Duggan advised Councilman
Frame that if the council had no
objections, he was going to start refusing
to send his men
up there if any more incidents like that occur.
Mayor
Kelley asked how many calls they had actually had in one
from the
day
Yankee Clipper.
Chief Duggan said he received seven
calls in about an
hour and a half.
Councilman Purnell suggested that the
city adopt a law
against people operating a disorderly house.
Councilman Richardson
thought the city had an ordinance in effect at one time that if
there
was a
goodly number of nuisance calls to one particular ho~ se,
apartment,
or whatever,
that t~,
e owner was fined.
Councilman Purnell suggested that
a way to take care of
it would be to review their
licenses.
The Council
agreed that the police should refuse to answer the calls
and let the motel
handle the incident themselves,
perhaps this would correct the situation.
Chief Duggan asked the Council
whether they would consider
changing the
hours bikes can be on the boardwalk,
as how

I

seeing

bicycles

becoming
His office has received a lot of
from people who
requests
would like to ride earlier, 4 or
5 o' clock instead of sunrise.
Councilman
Trimper mentioned that the biKes are so much faster now,
and can be a
hazard to pedestrians on the
boardwalk.
Chief Duggan said that if there
are bike accidents,
they are hardly ever reported, they are so minor.
Councilman Purnell asked Chief
Duggan about delivery trucks stopping on
the west side of Baltimore
Avenue, how can we
stop them from stopping?
Councilman Trimper said to tow them
Chief Duggan said he has
away.
advised his men to crack down on
it.
so

I

I
J

popular.

are

r
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back I think, the first five or six arrests some years ago on narcotics,
I was
think the Chief can verify this, they were thrown out of court.

I

Robert
concerned and went to See the Chief Judge of the District Court,
were
We
Thomas.
to
not
talk
would
him
if
he
Judge
asked
Sweeney, and
Thomas.
concerned, and after some heated debate, he agreed to talk with Judge
we were
I saw an appreciable difference in the decisions, and I thought
in
the
read
know,
papers,
as
week
Last
probably
you
getting along better.
I
stolen.
meters
of
water
8,
worth
000
of
$
we had in the neighborhood
to
like
I'
d
Chief,
said
"
and
Chief,
concerned and I called the

I

was

very

looks like an inside job."
every available man on it, it
that
many water meters,...
I' m certainly no detective, but when we lose
five
or six robberies and
I want to at this particular time, we had maype
words were, " Boss,
his
Chief called me that night and
we caught them all,.
I even went down a little bit later, I expect
I was elated.
we got them."
were still
working
I, Chief was still working ' and so were all of them, they
the way, I
or 8: 30.
8:
00
there
By
down
I
I
maybe
case.
on this
got
guess
deserved a lot
heard a confession about it, so I told the Chief that they
We came to find out that the meters had been taken apart,
of credit.
I
and sold for scrap for $ 300.
of metal,
to look like old
Put

get them.

pieces
crime against the entire 6, 000 taxpayers of Ocean City,
of us $ 1. 00 or $ 1. 50 a piece.
Maryland, which could possibly cost everyone
t prosecute very
couldn'
we
ff
Buck Crawford to see'
I went to see Mr.
that
nothing would be done, that
The talk was already around
strenuously.
had
I even
city employees, I had
they would get out on a light bond.
When I
concerned.
I
was
So,
people saying that nothing would happen.
on
back
bond,
on
$
250
heard that these two culprits had been released
I
hot.
I
was
believe
the street again to do the same thing over, you can
was
I
said
He
first went down to talk to the Prosecutor, Jay Phillips.
burned
feel this

I

was

a

I tried to get up with
in the wrong pew, that I shouldn' t talk to him.
said, " I understand
the Judge, and Judge Thomas called me that night and
I said, " That' s mild, Judge, your decision stinks."
you are displeased."
With this, the
I think to turn criminals loose on $ 250 bond is serious.
but the Chief
morale, to be perfectly honest with you, I know he' s not,
to turn it
are
the
of
lot
ready
A
policemen
is ready to chuck his badge.
S6, I am concerned.
in with such decisions as this on the Judge' s part.
This
Police
of
kind
some
ve
Department.
We'
got
I' m concerned for the city.
is
this
And
them
certainly
back
to
up.
Mayor and City Council are going
Officer has to be critical of
an embarrassing situation when an Executive
is an ob li gat i on and a
the Judici a 1 branch of government, and I feel it
In
looking further, I find that
responsibility and I accept it as such.

the young people subjected our police to unmerciful language
wouldn' t do anyMemorial Day weekend, because the talk was that the Judge
from
sat
9: 00 in the
You find citizens of Ocean City that have
thing.
the
witness, finally
prosecctor
morning until 4: 30 in the afternoon as a
and the
dismissed
is
defendant
the
and
room
back
the
in
and the Judge go
the
machine,
There was another incident of a
witness is never told why.
and
where the man was trying to put pennies in there
owner caught him,
They caught him and took him down
get drinks out and he was successful.
He sat from 9: 00 to 3: 00, they
The owner' s son was a witness.
there.
the court room before the
of
out
he
got
dismissed the defendant, and
a
Dennis Nutter that had been
was
there
witness.
In checking further,
He came into Ocean City,
tlme.
and
criminal
given
a convicted narcotics
we picked him ' up
our
Police,
and
Police
Maryland, and between the State
allowed to sign
he
was
and
bond
000
him under $ 5,
Thomas
over

I

again.

put

Judge

Another expense to the taxpayers.
find him now.
off
bit
little
11m getting a
my story, but I see now where
I see where,
I hope the public is not
Statesl
Attorneys.
udge Murphy wants to appoint
the
that.
for
greatest deterrent that we
fooled into ever
Possibly,

a

note,

unsecured.

We

can'

t

going

have to crime in this county is

I
r

John L.

Sanford,

your

present

State~

Attorney.
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